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DIGNITARIES CELEBRATE
CENTER FOR HYDROGEN RESEARCH
GRAND OPENING

Aiken, South Carolina: Business and government leaders from throughout the nation
attended the Grand Opening of Aiken County’s Center for Hydrogen Research on
Monday, February 13, 2006. The only facility of its kind in the world, the Center for
Hydrogen Research was specifically designed to facilitate cooperative research among
the Savannah River National Laboratory (SRNL), universities and industry to develop
new products and services necessary for the emerging hydrogen economy.

National, state and local dignitaries spoke on topics ranging from the Center’s influence
on the local economy to the future use of hydrogen fuel globally. All participants
emphasized that developing affordable and reliable hydrogen-fueled applications is key
to our nation’s long-term energy and economic security because it lessens our reliance on
expensive foreign petroleum.

Clay Sell, Deputy Secretary of Energy reviewed the Administration’s program to
accelerate the introduction of environmentally friendly hydrogen-fueled vehicles into the
marketplace. "History has proven that innovation and technological advancement can
overcome almost any obstacle and serve as the driving engine of economic growth and
prosperity. The Center for Hydrogen Research is a practical symbol of a much larger
effort that has the potential to transform our economy, fuel our vehicles, and move our
goods in new ways - much like the internal combustion engine did in the past century. I
believe this center, and the people who will work here will play a key role in this

effort."

James Griffith, Vice President of the Toyota Technical Center, U. S. A., discussed
Toyota’s collaborative research efforts to develop reliable and affordable hydrogen power
vehicles. “The vehicle’s hydrogen storage system is the fuel-tank in the car of the
future,” said Griffith, “and our work with SRNL in this new laboratory will aid us in






